Lesson Plan:

Problem-Based Instruction: Community Service-Learning
Name ______________________________________________________

Other Group Members:_______________ ____________________ _____________________
Directions:  You are a teacher on a seventh-grade middle school team.  As part of their social studies curriculum, your students are studying the topic: COMMUNITIES.  Your team wants to use a multidisciplinary approach to the study of communities.  You also want to incorporate a service-learning project in this unit.   Your team decides to use the local newspaper to conduct a needs assessment.  From this assessment, you will plan a service-learning activity.

Identify/Explain the following:

1. Authentic community NEED/PROBLEM to be addressed:

2. With which community agency/group/organization will you collaborate?

3. How will students PREPARE for this activity? What BACKGROUND INFORMATION, SKILLS/CONCEPTS, etc. must they have before engaging in the activity?  How will they attain these skills/concepts?
4.  a)  In what ACTION or ACTIVITY will the students be involved?  DESCRIBE in detail WHAT the students will DO (depending on the type of service); how it will be organized; student grouping for the service:  individuals, pairs, small groups, large groups, one group, etc.
     b)  What type of SERVICE will this be:  direct, indirect, advocacy, combination
Explain WHY you categorized the service as you did.  (Example: Why is your service a 
                                                                                                          direct  service?)                                       
     c)  Explain the SERVICE the students will provide the community.
5.  What academic/learning/cognitive GOALS do you have for your students?

      a.  COGNITIVE/CONTENT AREA(S):

b.  AFFECTIVE:

c. Write ONE lesson OBJECTIVE for this activity:

Given ______________________________________, 

students will _________________________________

with (criteria) ________________________________.

6. Materials and Logistics Requirements:  Length of service-learning activity: _____________

a. materials needed: _________________________________________________________

b. supplies/equipment needed: _________________________________________________

c. transportation needed: _____________________________________________________

d. other: __________________________________________________________________

7. How will students REFLECT on this activity?  Give examples of specific reflection assignments:
      a.  before the activity (preflection)

      b.  during the activity (formative)

      c.  after the activity  (summative)

8.   How will you and your students (and community partner(s)) CELEBRATE this activity?

9.  Assessment Criteria:  How will you evaluate students?  

                                        How will you use authentic assessment  (181-183)?
a. Individual assessment:

b. Group assessment:  (only if students work in pairs/groups)
