Arends: Classroom Discussion
Chapter 12, pp. 210-242 (410-442)

  QUESTION



DEFINITION/EXPLANATION and pp. 

A.   OVERVIEW


1.  What is the definition of discussion?

2. What is a recitation?


3.  What are the three instructional objectives met


      by using discussions?  (Figure 12.1)

B. THEORETICAL and EMPIRICAL SUPPORT


4.  Explain why discourse/discussion can be thought of as the

           externalization of thinking.

5. How do students acquire knowledge? 

6. Why is social interaction so important to human learning?

7. What did the 1990’s research by the Schmuck’s reveal about

       “teacher talk” in American high schools?

8. When might L.O.T.S. questions be most useful and why?
9. When might H.O.T.S. questions be most useful and why?


10.  What does level of difficulty of a question mean?


11.  How many of the teacher’s questions should be able to be answered 

       correctly?  (percentage of questions)


12.  How many questions should be more difficult?  (percentage of questions)

13. What is Wait-time 1? (p. 418)

14. What is Wait-time 2? ( p. 418)

15. Most teachers do not give enough wait-time.  What do researchers say is 

       a better wait-time range? (in seconds)

C.  PLANNING and CONDUCTING DISCUSSION LESSONS

16.  What are the three approaches/types of discussions?

17.  What is a conceptual web?


18.  What is a convergent question?


19.  What levels of Bloom’s taxonomy do convergent questions focus on?

20. What is a divergent question?

21. What levels of Bloom’s taxonomy do divergent questions focus on?

22. What are the four types of questions that should be avoided in discussions?

23. What are the advantages and disadvantages to the U-shaped seating pattern?

24. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the circle seating pattern?
25. What is the 5-phase syntax for the classroom discussion method?

26.   What is wandering during a discussion?

27. What are the advantages to keeping a visible written record of the classroom discussion?

28. What is “playing devil’s advocate”?
29. Why can “playing the devil’s advocate” backfire?


30.  What are the advantages and disadvantages with the teacher expressing
                    his/her opinions during the discussion?

30. What is the IRE discourse pattern in classrooms?  
31. How do the classroom discussion/discourse patterns of boys differ from girls?

32. How does race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status impact classroom discussions?

33. What are the two ways to grade discussions?
34. What is a prompting question?  Write an example.

35.  What is a probing question?  Write an example.
