Topic 1: Classical versus Popular. 

Presently, it seems that most young Americans listen to Popular music and not Classical music. However, non-major Music Appreciation courses abound in both the college and university settings. Is it important that people be educated about Western Art Music? Why or why not? Use musical examples to back your argument from both the popular and classical musical spheres. 

Group A: Make a case for the benefits of being exposed to Classical music. Consider the topics we have discussed in class, as well as Art’s place in society as documentor of history. 

No Group B
Topic 2: Can popular music develop into “Art Music?”
As we have learned in class, Western Art Music (classical music) started as a very popular form of entertainment in Europe. As time went on, however, the music began to push boundaries, become increasingly “artistic,” and also at times be controversial. Looking back through history, this seems to be the case in all forms of Art, including visual art, jazz, opera, cinema, etc. Can modern Pop (whether it be rock, hip-hop, etc.) become a high form of Art? 

Group A: Argue that Pop can become as highly artistic as jazz and classical music.  Examine bands that have already attempted to make this leap, such as The Beatles, Radiohead, and U2.  If you can come up with other examples, that would be great.  Also, you may find other groups who have encorporated classical or jazz elements into their music.
Group B: Argue that Pop cannot and will not develop into a higher art form.  Consider pop acts that have zero substance musically, artistically, or lyrically. Also examine if these types of musicians are more popular than those who do attempt to be more artistic. Is there an inherent nature to the music of Pop that is too simplistic (compared to Classical and Jazz) to be a higher art form?
Topic 3: Are music videos the new art?

Throughout class we have learned that not all of the great works in music history are for our ears only.  Opera, ballet, and many other forms and genres utilize some form of staging or visual aspect.  Therefore, if we are arguing the validity of popular music, we need to wonder if music videos can be taken seriously as a legitimate art form.

Group A: Argue that music videos can and maybe already have become a legitimate art form.  Take in consideration of music videos in with detailed plots, deep philosophical meanings or any highly artistic production.  Also take into consideration any music videos that clearly enhance our opinions of the song.

Group B: Argue that music videos are not a legitimate form of art, and will probably not become one.  Examine the high amount of videos with no artistic quality.  Also, consider the decline in popularity of music videos and the TV stations that show them in recent years.  You may also want to examine how video awards award the artist, not the director or script writer.
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