Music Appreciation
Midterm Study Guide

Romantic Era Terms:


Expansion over invention

Art Song

Program Music/Absolute Music



Symphonic Poem


Nationalism/Exoticism

Composers:


Schubert – The Erlking (characters, story line)


Berlioz – Symphonie Fantastique (Characters, story line)




- Idee Fixe


Smetana – The Moldau (from Ma Vlast)




- What is the moldau, and how does this piece depict it?


Dvorak – New World Symphony 



- Use of “Negro Spirituals”



- Second movement: “Goin’ Home”




- Overall mood of piece


Chopin – compositional style & character



- Mood pieces vs dance pieces 


Liszt – Paganini of the piano (extreme virtuosity)




- Compositional style

Mendelssohn – Violin Concerto (what is special about it?)

Brahms – Beethoven’s shadow




- # of Symphonies – compositional style


Tchaikovsky – Biography (life, employment, patronage from Von Meck, death)



- Swan Lake – storyline



- Symphonies 4-6 (themes & programs)

Mussorgsky – Pictures at an Exhibition (story and symbolism)




- Last two movements

Wagner – Music drama, leitmotif, Bayreuth, the Tristan Chord, The Ring Cycle

Romantic Opera:


Verismo

Opera terms – libretto, recitative/aria, Overture

For the following operas, you must know the plot content, but will not be tested on the characters or in-depth synopsis:


Bizet – Carmen 


Leoncavallo – Pagliacci

Puccini – Madame Butterfly

Wagner – Tristan und Isolde
Memorized Listening:

For each piece, be able to identify:


Composer

Title 

Genre (what is the form/orchestration of the piece?)

Era (when was it written?)
Memorized listening for this exam will be taken from the following examples:


Schubert- The Erlking

Chopin, Revolutionary Etude

Berlioz, Symphony Fantastique, Mvt. 4, “March to the Scaffold”

Smetana, The Moldau, from “Ma Vlast”

Brahms, Symphony No. 3, Mvt. 3

Mendelssohn, Violin Concerto, Mvt. 1
